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WRITING FROM  
THE HINDBRAIN   

How to Let Go and Let 
Your Characters Tell 

Their Stories
Too many writers struggle with 

writer’s block, a lack of ideas, 
and the dreaded internal editor. 
Learn how to turn off the block, 
open up the flow of ideas, and 
shut that editor up by learning 
how to draw inspiration and 
more from the source of all 
your stories — your hindbrain.
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HCH is published bi-monthly. All infor-
mation in HCH is printed in good faith. 
No endorsements or warranties should be 
taken or are implied as a result of any in-
formation presented herein. All rights re-
served. Submissions will be edited and 
published at the discretion of the editor, 
Karen McCoy, writerlibrarian@gmail.com  
RWA chapters are welcome to reprint mem-
ber bylined articles, provided they give credit 
to the authors and submit a copy of the news-
letter issue the articles appear in. Other or-
ganizations and/or publications must request 
prior written permission to reprint.

Note
Send newsletter contributions

for the November / December issue
to Karen McCoy at  

writerlibrarian@gmail.com 
by December 20th,  2013.
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Prez Sez   Page 2
Member News  Page 2
Save the Date   Page 3
Member Releases Page 5
Raffle Basket Notice  Page 8
Editor’s Note  Page 9

ARCHETYPES,  
STEREOTYPES &  
CLICHES…AND  

HOW TO USE THEM 

Instead of fighting to avoid 
using clichés, archetypes and/
or stereotypes in your writing, 
learn how to embrace them, use 
them, and turn them around to 
make them, and your charac-
ters, fresh and new.

Join us for our upcoming meeting at the Prescott Country Club in 
Dewey, Arizona, on September 21 at 11a.m., as we welcome Gini 
Koch, author of TOUCHED BY AN ALIEN, ALEXANDER 
OUTLAND: SPACE PIRATE, and tons of other awesome titles! 
Members just pay the cost of lunch, and guests pay $5.00 plus the 
cost of lunch. The workshop will include:

About Gini:
Gini Koch lives in Hell’s Orientation Area 
(aka Phoenix, AZ), works her butt off 
(sadly, not literally) by day, and writes by 
night with the rest of the beautiful people. 
She writes the fast, fresh and funny Alien/
Katherine “Kitty” Katt series for DAW 
Books, the Necropolis Enforcement Files 
series, and the Martian Alliance Chron-
icles series for Musa Publishing. As G.J. 
Koch, she writes the Alexander Outland 
series. She also writes under a variety of 
other pen names (including Anita Ensal, 
Jemma Chase, A.E. Stanton, and J.C. 
Koch). She can be reached through her 
website at www.ginikoch.com.
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 Worse, what if she does? 
Should I take the indie plunge? 
When I sell, will I be able to meet 
my deadlines?

That last question was all mine 
when I got word that Turquoise 
Morning Press scheduled 
DIVA IN THE DUGOUT for 
publication the week of Oct. 15 
and said the final MS was due 
Sept. 1. At one point, I even 
double-checked the email to 
make sure it wasn’t October 
2014.

Spoiler alert: It wasn’t.
I emailed my manuscript to the 

assigned editor and waited — not 
so patiently — to hear what she 
thought. I worried myself into at 
least three major rewrites before 
she sent back her suggested edits.

And you know what? I had 
some work to do, but not nearly 
as much as I feared. I’d made 
the unknown out to be a much 
scarier place than reality.

That’s often the case. We build 
something up in our heads until 
it looks like an insurmountable 
wall, when it’s actually a very 
scalable step.

Wherever you are in your path 
to publication, commit to taking 
that next step. Query that agent. 
Submit that manuscript. Buy a 
new laptop.

Whatever you’re afraid to do, 
or have been putting off, just do 
it.

After all, the journey of a 
thousand miles begins with a 
single step.

Prez Sez
By Arlene Hittle

Are you an 
adventurer?

I’d like to think I am. I packed 
up and moved from Indiana 
to Flagstaff without ever having 
been farther west than South 
Dakota. And I’m the first one 
to try a new restaurant or pick 
something new-to-me from a 
menu.

But I’m not as daring as I could 
be. If I were, I’d have spent 
more of my semester in England 
traveling solo, instead of always 
going with a group. And these 
days my world is pretty small, 
consisting mainly of home, the 
Boyfriend’s, work and Starbucks.

Truth is, the unknown often 
seems scary. Never is that more 
evident than when you’re taking 
the next step in your writing 
career.

How do I write a query that 
shines? What if my dream agent 
doesn’t like my writing sample?

Member News

Anne Marie Becker 
Anne Marie challenged herself 
with a tough summer deadline 
for Book 4 of the Mindhunt-
ers series and is thrilled that she 
was able to send that book off 
on August 1. Book 3 (DEADLY 
BONDS) released on July 22, 
during that deadline period, so 
her head’s still spinning. Next 
up, edits on Book 4, and getting 
back to Book 1 of the new series 
she’d like to get going this fall...

Arlene Hittle
Arlene made it through her 
first professional edits with no 
tears and is eagerly preparing 
for DIVA IN THE DUGOUT’s 
release week, Oct. 15. She’s wait-
ing to hear if her publisher wants 
to take on her other completed 
baseball story, BEAUTY AND 
THE BALLPLAYER. She’s also 
busy plotting the Condors’ first 
baseman’s story. Hookers and 
blow will not be involved — but 
strippers might be. And they 
might not, because as Anne 
Marie reminded her, she already 
has a story with a stripper in it. 
She’s mortified to have forgotten 
her favorite hero, Mike James, 
the sports reporter who moon-
lights at the Sword and Stones. 
She blames her memory lapse on 
deadline stress and a mind racing 
in a thousand different direc-
tions at once. A good problem to 
have, to be sure.

Mona Hodgson
Mona Hodgson is celebrating 
the August 6 release of PRARIE 
SONG, Book 1 in her Hearts 
Seeking Home Series, and writ-
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NARWA 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Saturday, September 21 — Gini Koch. See the •	
Program Note on Page 1 for more info. Prescott Country Club, 
Dewey.
11 a.m. Saturday, October 19 — Brainstormers’ Meeting.  •	
Date and Time to be announced. 

Around Arizona
A sampling of events from the 

Arizona Authors Association Calendar
www.azauthors.com 

5:30p.m.-8:30p.m. Tuesday, September 10 – Regular •	
Meeting, Valley of the Sun Romance Writers. Iron Works 
Restaurant, Phoenix.
9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. Friday, September 13 – Regular  •	
Meeting, Fountain Hills Christian Writers. Fountain View 
Village, Fountain Hills.
6:30p.m.-8:30p.m. Wednesday, September 18 – Regular  •	
Meeting, Desert Sleuth Mystery Writers. Grimaldi’s, Scotts-
dale.
12:00p.m.-2:00p.m. Saturday, September 21– Regular •	
Meeting, Phoenix Writers Club (PWC). Bluewater Grill, 
Phoenix.
5:30p.m.-7:30p.m. Wednesday, September 26 – Regular  •	
Meeting, Scottsdale Society of Women Writers. Cactus 
Room, Chapparral Suites, Scottsdale.
Saturday, October 5 – SEDONA BOOK FESTIVAL,  •	
Yavapai College, Sedona Campus. All day.
10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.  Saturday, October 12 –  FALL •	
WRITER’S CIRCLE. Official AZ Authors event. The Art of 
Writing Memoirs, by Patricia L. Brooks. North Mountain 
Visitors Center, Phoenix.
10:00am.-2:00p.m. Saturday, October 19 – Regular  •	
Meeting, Tuscon Sisters in Crime Chapter. Viscount Suites, 
Hotel, Tuscon.
5:30p.m.-8:30p.m. Tuesday, October 29 – Regular  •	
Meeting, Desert Rose Romance Writers. Monti’s La Casa 
Vieja, Tempe.

Save the Date
ing Book 2 in the new series. She 
was in Phoenix on Saturday, Au-
gust 24 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 
PM for a Book Launch Party at 
Crossroads Books & Coffee in 
Peoria. 
Sandra Leesmith
Sandra Leesmith will be  
blogging on Seekerville  
(www.seekerville.blogspot.com) 
on August 20th and she  
will blog on Roses and Prose  
(http://rosesofprose.blogspot.
com) on August 28. Please join 
her as there will be a drawing for 
giveaways to those who comment.

Karen McCoy
Karen has been crazy busy fin-
ishing the edits on her novel, 
drafting a synopsis for a new 
book, and putting together an 
application for the MFA in 
Creative Writing Program at 
NAU. She’s hoping to have the 
current novel out to betas by 
next month, and finish the new 
one by November so she can use 
NaNo WriMo (National Novel 
Writing Month) to hone her 
editing process. 

Glynna Kaye Sirpless
Glynna just released A CAN-
YON SPRINGS COURTSHIP, 
the fifth book set in the fic-
tional mountain town of Canyon 
Springs, Arizona.  On June 30, 
she turned in the sixth book in 
this series, PINE COUNTRY 
COWBOY, which will release 
in April 2014. And she’s now 
working on the seventh in the 
series, which will be a Christmas 
story for 2014!
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small presses/epublishers, as well 
as a whack of shorter stories.

Do you have any formal writing 
training?

My degree and background 
are in marketing, which helps 
me a great deal after the book is 
finished. But in terms of sto-
rytelling, I am self-taught. I’ve 
ploughed through a stack of 
books on the craft of writing and 
attended countless lectures over 
the years. I can’t recommend 
the RWA (Romance Writers of 
America) highly enough. There’s 
so much information sharing, 
pitch and promotion opportu-
nities. Writing is NOT a lonely 
profession.

How many times did you re-
write/edit your book?

As many times as it takes. I 
wrote and re-wrote the Reluctant 
Reaper book many, many times 
as I learned more and more 
about the craft of writing. Then 
I received a Revised & Resubmit 
from rockstar agent Rosemary 
Stimola (of HUNGER GAMES 
fame). I re-wrote per her sug-
gestions as best I could, and then 
engaged professional editor Lisa 
Stone Hardt to help me with the 
rest.

Of course once Simon & 
Schuster bought the novel, edi-
tor Adam Wilson had a whole 
whack of new changes for me to 
make, including splitting the 
first book into two and rewriting 
them to stand alone. And adding 
a third book to wrap up all the 
plotlines. This was the first time 
I’d written “to deadline” and I 
don’t mind telling you it was a 
scary thing.

Did you have beta readers for 
your book?

Let’s just say the Acknowledge-
ments page in the book is hefty.

Did you outline your book, or do 
you write from the hip?

I fall somewhere in the middle 
of the Plotters-Pantsers con-
tinuum, more toward the Plotter 
end. I use GMC (Goal, Moti-
vation and Conflict) by Debra 
Dixon and Save the Cat by Blake 
Snyder. Then I write a narra-
tive outline—the story of the 
story. I feel that plotting is like 
test-driving a car or trying on a 
jacket. You want to see if you’re 
still interested in the story by the 
time you’ve outlined it. Because 
if it doesn’t hold your interest, 
it’s not going to hold anyone 
else’s.

But no matter what outlining 
method you use, there’s always 
lots of room for the story to go 
in interesting directions. So re-
ally, I plot my story, but pants my 
scenes. I’m often surprised by 
what ends up on the page.

How long have you been querying 
for this book? Other books?

It’s not so much a question of 
time, but rather of the number 
of rejections. According to my 
detailed Excel spreadsheets, I’ve 
had a total of 142 rejections over 
the course of contracting three 
full-length novels. I’ve actually 
sold all three novels, the first one 
twice!

While I was shopping the Reap-
er novel around, I wrote a com-
pletely different novel, which, at 
time of writing, is nearly ready 
to send back to my agent again. 
(What? You think once you’re 
represented you don’t get Revise 

there’s always lots 
of room for the story 
to go in interesting 

directions.

From Query 
to Contract
— a long and  
winding road
By Gina X. Grant

The following article has been scaled 
down from an interview done for Que-
ryTracker (http://querytracker.com).  
The whole interview can be found on 
their site. 

——
Gina has shared the query let-
ter that got her yanked from the 
slush pile and garnered her a Re-
vise & Resubmit. Following that, 
with her agent’s permission, she 
has included the proposal that 
landed her a 3-eBook deal with 
Simon & Schuster’s Pocket Star 
digital imprint.

How long have you been writing?
Unlike many people, I didn’t 

start young. Well, I suppose I 
did, but then I let twenty-five 
years lapse between being voted 
in high school “mostly likely to 
become an author” and posting 
my first fanfic story in the late 
‘90s.

How long have you been working 
on this book?

The oldest version I can find 
on my computer is dated 2008, 
although I think I actually started 
in 2007. In 2010, I began shop-
ping it around. I still had the 
DDJ (Dreaded Day Job) back 
then.

Was there ever a time you felt like 
giving up, and what helped you to 
stay on course?

I could give it all up any time. 
Honest. Just let me finish this 
next chapter/project/series.

Is this your first book?
I have two other full length 

novels that I shopped around 
and eventually published with 
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        Continued on Page 6       

Glynna Kaye: 
A CANYON SPRINGS COURTSHIP 
 
This is Glynna’s fifth book set in the fic-
tional mountain town of Canyon Springs, 
Arizona.The sixth book in the series, 
PINE COUNTRY COWBOY, will re-
lease April 2014

Mona Hodgson:
PRAIRIE SONG 

Mona Hodgson is celebrating the August 
release of PRAIRIE SONG, Book 1 in 

her Hearts Seeking Home series.

Member Releases

& Resubmits anymore?)
All the books I write have series 

potential, but it’s wise not to 
write Book 2 until Book 1 sells. 
(Exception: If you’re writing a 
romance or other genre “con-
nected” series where the books 
are not chronological, but each 
one is a stand-alone story. For 
example, each person in an 
apartment complex finds love. 
Or a body.)

About how many query letters did 
you send out for this book?

Forty-two—the meaning of life, 
the universe and everything. (If 
you don’t recognize this from 
Douglas Adams’ Hitchhiker’s 
Guide, then you really should 
read those books!)

On what criteria did you select 
the agents you queried?

I queried only agents who rep-
resented or were seeking humor-
ous urban fantasy. I would find 
a book I liked, then use Ama-
zon’s “People who bought… also 
bought” feature to find similar 
books. Then use Query Tracker 
to find out who represented 
those books and how to contact 
them.

Did you tailor each query to the 
specific agent, and if so, how?

Yes. I wrote a “base letter” and 
then tried to find something 
unique to say to each agent. It’s 
with query letters that my mar-
keting background really helps. 
In the case of Rosemary Stimola, 
the agent I eventually landed, I 
had actually met her at a writer’s 
conference in Mexico. Research 
has shown that the most power-

ful words in the English language 
are 1) You and 2) I, so I began 
the letter with “You and I met at 
the San Miguel Writer’s Confer-
ence…” I went on to compli-
ment her keynote address and 
then, I broke a lot of the rules 
of the query letter by telling her 
about her business. I felt I’d 
written a story for the brand new 
New Adult (aka Post YA) market 
and was trying to convince her to 
take me on even though she only 
represented YA, MG and chil-
dren’s books. I quoted facts and 
figures and must have convinced 
her to at least take a look at the 
book. Interestingly, in her Revise 
and Resubmit, she pointed out 
that I needed to re-tailor the 
book to the New Adult market. 
And she was right!
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         Continued from Page 5       

Take  
    The  
       Time

What advice would you give other 
writers seeking agents?

Take the time. Make sure you 
follow the formula: the hook, the 
book, and the cook, but then, 
add in other stuff. A few years 
back there was something called 
The Query Project on the net. 
One-hundred authors posted 
the query letters that had landed 
them agents and you know what? 
Nearly every one of them con-
tained information outside the 
basic hook, book, cook.

Would you be willing to share 
your query with us? (If willing, 
please include a sample of your 
query letter)

I’ll do better than that. I’ll 
share what I wrote, and I have 
my agent’s permission to also 
share the proposal she shopped 
around.

So here’s my letter. Keep in 
mind the final book is no lon-
ger set in the 80s, but has been 
re-set now, complete with Hell-
phones and the UnderWorld 
Wide Web. (SPOILER ALERT: 
This query letter gives away the 
endings of the first two books.)

[start of query]

Query:  
SCYTHE DOES MATTER, 
Humorous Urban Fantasy, 
95,000 words, sent 4/12/11 

Dear Ms. Stimola,
You and I met at the 2010 San 

Miguel Writer’s Conference. It 
was a pleasure chatting with you 
and I thoroughly enjoyed your 
presentation.

Recently, Kelley Armstrong 
spoke to my RWA group, and 
one of the topics covered was the 

“New Adult” genre. She spoke 
of it being the brainchild of St. 
Martin’s Press, and covered the 
next level of “firsts” in a person’s 
life following YA. Firsts such as 
first time away from home, first 
apartment, first job, first serious 
relationship, possibly even first 
marriage. The protagonist would 
be age 18 to 26.

A recent article quoted St. 
Martin’s Press VP Matthew 
Shear as saying of both New 
Adult readers and protagonists: 
“[These are] emerging adults 
who are navigating career, love 
and family in a 24/7 connected 
world.”

Due to a pitch opportunity, St. 
Martin’s Press has a requested 
full of SCYTHE DOES MAT-
TER. It has not been shopped to 
other publishers.

This manuscript features a 
heroine who is 25 years old—
forever.

SCYTHE DOES MATTER, 
complete at 95,000 words, is a 
darkly funny urban fantasy, and 
a finalist/winner in three recent 
RWA contests.

It’s 1988 and 25-year-old 
Kirsty d’Arc thinks her life is 
great, until her boss steals her 
soul and sends it to Hell. Reaped 
before her time, her body falls 
into a coma while her spirit is 
dragged to the underworld.

She files a Wrongful Reapage 
Appeal with the Court of Death, 
but the wait time is decades! 
She tries to flee, but her escape 

attempts leave her battered, 
baffled, and bleeding Karmic 
Kredit with every bizarre adven-
ture.

Desperate to reunite body and 
soul before her time runs out, 
she’s so focused on exit strate-
gies that she fails to notice she’s 
building a new and better life in 
Hell with friends, family, and 
Dante Alighieri, the very sexy 
13th-century-poet-turned-
Reaper next door.

When her Appeal is denied, 
she enrolls in Reaper Ed., where 
she finds the calling, the revenge, 
and the love she craves.

It’s not until she earns her 
earthly life back as reward for 
saving both Hell and the Mor-
tal Coil that she finally gets… 
there’s no place like Hell.

This “Wizard of Oz” meets 
Dante’s “Inferno” romp through 
the underworld chronicles 
Kirsty’s struggle to escape Hell’s 
clutches and return to her life on 
earth.

Although SCYTHE DOES 
MATTER stands alone, it is the 
foundation of The Reluctant 
Reaper series.

My writing experience includes 
commercial copywriting, as well 
as fiction. I have a degree and 
extensive background in mar-
keting and administration. My 
writing credits under the pseud-
onym “Storm Grant” (www.
stormgrant.com) include two 
full-length novels: contempo-
rary romance, GYM DANDY 
(MLR Press, 2009), and ur-
ban fantasy, SHIFT HAPPENS 
(Amber Quill Press, December 
2010), as well as shorter works 
published with small print and 
electronic presses. I am a Board 
member of the RWA’s Toronto 
chapter and a member of the 
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Fantasy, Futuristic and Paranor-
mal chapter, as well.

Thank you for your time and 
interest.

~ Gina

[end of query]

Based on this query, I received 
a request for a full, and subse-
quently, a revise and resubmit 
suggesting a contemporary and 
a tighter timeline. I made the 
changes and signed with Rose-
mary in September of 2011.

Rosemary began shopping my 
book around right away. She 
sent her proposal to the large 
traditional publishers only. We 
received rejections from all of 
them and I turned back to my 
new work-in-progress.

Then, unexpectedly, we re-
ceived an offer from Simon & 
Schuster. The editor contacted 
Rosemary, leaving the chain of 
emails back to her original pro-
posal, intact.

Interestingly, the first editor 
at S&S who saw it and rejected 
it still liked it enough to fire it 
over to a second editor. She also 
liked it but felt it wrong for her 
line and sent it to Adam Wilson 
who not only liked it, but had the 
right imprint to market a wacky 
novel from an untried author. 
Awesome!

Here’s the proposal Rosemary 
sent. It riffs off my original 
query letter, but she isn’t afraid 
to use superlatives that I, polite 
little Canadian that I am, would 
have felt immodest. (Spoiler 
alert: Contains spoilers for the 
series.)

[start of proposal]

To Simon & Schuster (Note: 
Rosemary is not fond of caps.)

we have not yet had the plea-
sure, but i was discussing the 
project at hand with agent col-
league, Kristin Nelson, and she 
suggested it might very well be of 
interest to you and suited to your 
list at Gallery. as such, my assis-
tant, allison remcheck and I are 
pleased to share with you today, 
the shockingly original with just 
the right touch of smart, snark 
and tongue-in-cheek, SCYTHE 
DOES MATTER, a stand alone 
novel with strong series potential 
and great commercial appeal by 
Gina X. Grant, certain to strike a 
chord with a large audience.

Pitch is below, and a proposed 
series overview along with syn-
opsis and the completed manu-
script are attached.

We appreciate the look and 
look forward to your thoughts,

Subject: Fresh hell... 
Life for Kirsty D’Arc might 

not be perfect in many ways, but 
it does have its good points. She 
doesn’t have many friends or an 
active social life, but she likes her 
job, likes her boss, and has been 
steadily moving up the Public 
Relations career ladder. How 
could she have ever foreseen 
that, on her twenty-fifth birth-

He had the  
right imprint to 
market a wacky 
novel from an 

untried author.

day, she would step in front of a 
Reaper’s scythe to save her boss’s 
life, leaving her body in a coma 
and sending her soul to hell, 
unaware that he has made a Deal 
with the Devil in exchange for 
her soul? Kirsty must now find 
a way to reunite body and soul, 
assure that her boss does not 
decide to bargain for the soul of 
the aunt who raised her—the only 
family she has—and see to it that 
he has hell to pay! 

Hell is not quite the fire and 
brimstone realm Kirsty might 
have expected—it’s quirky, 
strange, and yet, not without its 
charms. With more room in her 
social calendar, she finally finds 
herself open to having more 
friends, falling in love with the 
very reaper who scythed her soul, 
Dante (yes, that Dante), and sets 
about to becoming a Reaper in 
her own right. She is no longer 
quietly floating by—with a Kar-
mic Points system, she is making 
up for all she didn’t do on earth. 
After all, the road to hell is paved 
with good intentions.

In SCYTHE DOES MAT-
TER, Gina X. Grant introduces 
a fantasy heroine for today, per-
fect for fans of Charlaine Harris’ 
Sookie Stackhouse and Jasper 
Fforde’s Thursday Next; and yet, 
reminiscent of the classic figures 
of Dorothy or Alice, naïve and 
unused to her new world, but 
powerful in ways she hasn’t yet 
discovered. What makes Kirsty a 
stand out—apart from her style 
and personality—is rather than 
staying a visitor, she makes a new 
world for herself and proves that 
for her at least, there is no place 
like hell. 

GINA X. GRANT decided to 

        Continued on Page 8  
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write her first novel when she 
was looking for reading mate-
rial, and decided she would write 
what she wanted to read. Luck-
ily, despite her business degree, 
she retained the quirky sense of 
humor so much a signature force 
in her book. From Toronto, 
Canada, Grant sits on the board 
of the Toronto chapter of the 
Romance Writers of America. 
She lives with her husband and 
their miscellany of rescued pets 
all named for famous jazz musi-
cians. Gina hates jazz, but enjoys 
baroque, and has been known 
to declare, “If it ain’t baroque, 
don’t fix it!”  

[end of proposal] 

My undying thanks to Rosemary, 
Allison and Adam for taking a risk 
on my “shockingly original” series.
Available wherever eBooks are 
sold. 

Book 1.
THE RELUCTANT REAPER 
Death is what happens while 
you’re making other plans.
June 17, 2013

Book 2.
SCYTHE DOES MATTER Be 
careful what you wish for, it just 
might get you!
July 15, 2013

Book 3.
ESPRIT DE CORPSE
Hell is where the heart is.
August 19, 2013 
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 New  
Membership    
     Chair
 
NARWA has found a Member-
ship Chair! Pamela Donovan, 
one of our newest members, 
has stepped up! Pamela will be 
organizing member information 
and finding ways to recruit new 
members. For more informa-
tion, contact her at  
flagdonovans@me.com. 

September’s 
raffle basket 
sponsor is...

Pamela Donovan

The fantastic prize package will be 
revealed at the meeting!

Desert Dreams  
Conference

Registration is Now Open!

Register today for Desert Dreams 
Conference, April 4th - 6th, 
2014 in Tempe, AZ. The first 
50 people to register & pay by 
October 31st will be placed in a 
drawing & 10 winners will win an 
additional editor/agent appoint-
ment on Saturday. Registration 
fee includes Friday dinner, all 
day Saturday morning work-
shops, Saturday luncheon, edi-
tor/agent appointments, editor/
agent panel,hospitality suite, 
brainstorming session, book 
signing, networking, and more. 

 
 Register online at
 www.desertroserwa.org to take 
advantage of our early bird pric-
ing and be entered in the draw-
ing. Visit us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/ 
desertdreamsconference.

TBR Pile
Karen:

THE NO. 1 LADIES’  
DETECTIVE AGENCY 
by Alexander McCall 

Smith
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houses and small presses will hear 
pitches, as will agents. There will 
be successful authors from virtu-
ally every commercial genre, and 
every publishing format. Sign up 
now to save $50 off the registra-
tion price.

Plus, on Friday evening, there 
will be a mass “Atomic Book-
signing” at Atomic Liquors, a 
downtown Vegas watering hole!

See www.Nevadawriters.org for 
all details.

Editor’s Note
By Karen McCoy

Getting stuck in a scene. It’s 
happened to all of us. We go over 
a word. A paragraph. Dialogue. 
Repeatedly. Fast forward three 
hours later, and 
only five pages are 
done. At least that’s 
what happened 
to me a few weeks 
back. 

I didn’t realize 
until the follow-
ing day — when 
I allowed myself 
space from the 
manuscript — that 
the edits weren’t 
coming because of 
an overall issue with the scene. 
Because it didn’t fit very well into 
the plot. If I realized that sooner, 
I possibly could have used those 
hours more wisely instead of cut-
ting my nose against the grind-
stone.

Grindstone. That’s the key. 
When your writing starts to feel 

TBR Pile 
Anne Marie: 

DIRTY MARTINI 
by J.A. Konrath

 

 

Susie:  
WHEN  

LIGHTNING
STRIKES  

by Brenda Novak
 

Arlene:  
HOLD ON  

MY HEART  
by Tracy Brogan

 

that way, it’s time to take a break. 
And here’s the amazing thing. 
Your mind will still be going 
(mine always does), which means 
your solution may come during 
that break. 

This applies to other decisions 
too, even those outside of 
writing. You don’t have 
to rush to a problem’s 
solution right away. 
(This usually ends up 
with me clawing at dead 
air anyway.) Instead, wait 
until the right solution 
comes to you. And it will 
— in its proper time.

Given some time to 
reflect, I now realize that 
those hours weren’t a 
complete waste — some-
times getting stuck allows 

you to think about things you 
otherwise wouldn’t. And that’s 
important too.

So get out there, and sweat 
through those edits! Just don’t 
sweat until you bleed.

The Fiction Writing in the Digi-
tal Age conference will take place 
October 11-12 at the Plaza Hotel 
in Las Vegas. It will be a fantastic 
conference with info for writ-
ers at all stages in their careers. 
Focus is on both writing the best 
stories possible, as well as the dif-
ferent avenues for publication, 
including traditional print pub-
lication, epublishing with royalty 
paying publishers, or making a 
go of publishing on your own. 
Editors from both New York 

Fiction Writing in the Digital Age


